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Summary
The GSMA Technology Group wish to inform ETSI TC SCP and 3GPP that it is the collective view of the mobile operator community that the ETSI Smart Secure Platform (SSP) specification is not a prerequisite for 3GPP release 15, and therefore linkage between 3GPP release 15 and ETSI TC SSP is not necessary. SSP is not a prerequisite for operators to launch 5G network services.
Smart Secure Platform (SSP) Specification
Operator members of the GSMA strongly believe that SSP can create value through increased and simplified usage of cellular communications and services, especially for the Internet of Things (IoT). However, the GSMA is concerned that insufficient time has been afforded to the process of understanding the impacts of SSP on all stakeholder groups to examine its potential and also identify challenges that need to be addressed. Therefore, it is recommended more time is taken to understand and resolve these challenges, in particular the issues around introduction of multi-occupancy secure platforms, prior to standardising SSP.
Where any time constraint currently exists to align SSP with 3GPP release 15, GSMA asserts that this constraint is not necessary for the successful implementation of release 15.
GSMA recommends that both ETSI TC SCP and 3GPP to break any linkage between SSP and 3GPP release 15 to allow adequate time for ETSI TC SCP to complete their work.
The GSMA, with its operator members, will actively contribute in the development of these specifications in a timely manner.
Currently the industry and operators are progressively adopting the eSIM specifications developed by the GSMA. Even if the SSP seems to provide added value to the industry, the development of SSP can be postponed to R16 at the earliest.
Next meetings
10th April 2018		Conference call
22nd May 2018		Conference call
24th June 2018	F2F meeting (Shanghai)
Supporting Operators
This liaison statement is supported by the operators leading the GSMA’s Remote SIM Provisioning project:
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AT&T
China Unicom
CK Hutchison 
Deutsche Telekom
Etisalat
Orange
NTT Docomo
Telefonica
Telia Company
TIM
Verizon
Vodafone

Contact
In the case of any questions and/or feedback these can be directed to Ian Pannell, GSMA Chief Engineer (ipannell@gsma.com).
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